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1.1 Corridor Overview 
 
The Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) has initiated a study to explore options for 
improving the weight and safety compliance of commercial vehicles (trucks) along 
approximately 94-miles of US-20 between Idaho Falls and the Montana state line.  US-20 is a 
four-lane roadway from Idaho Falls to just south of the city of Ashton and a two-lane roadway 
from that point northward to the Idaho/Montana border.  US-20 serves both regional and local 
travel needs in eastern Idaho, as well as the west entrance into Yellowstone National Park.  
Figure 1-1 shows the study area.   
 
Millions of dollars are spent each year on repairing and maintaining the infrastructure of the 
roads.  Overweight vehicles are a contributing factor to this roadway damage.  US-20 currently 
has no permanent facility, such as a port of entry, for checking local and interstate trucks for 
compliance with size, weight, safety, and other regulations.  As such, ITD has roving inspectors 
that check truck compliance at various pullout locations along the corridor. 
 
The overall US-20 Port of Entry project has been divided into phases.  Phase 1 consists of this 
study that focus�s on providing a sound technical analysis of the existing and future conditions 
along US-20.  After the analysis, this study will explore options to improve both the efficiency 
and effectiveness of the truck compliance process and identify needs for improvement.  The 
study objectives of Phase 1 are as follows: 
 

• Improve weight and safety compliance on US-20. 
• Improve the efficiency of the existing compliance operations on US-20. 
• Investigate the feasibility of joint port of entry operations with Wyoming and Montana. 
• Identify preliminary options and opportunities to increase weight and safety compliance on 

US-20. 
• Identify potential funding sources for the options. 

 
Phase 2 of this project, if ITD decides to pursue, will focus on exploring specific alternatives for 
improving compliance, including capital and operating costs, coordination and shared resources 
with Montana and Wyoming, and potential funding opportunities. 
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Figure 1-1 US-20 Corridor Study Area 
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1.2 Corridor Description 
 
The US-20 Corridor currently serves both regional and local travel needs, including heavy 
tourist traffic.  In the Northern Segment, US-20 is Idaho�s gateway to Yellowstone National Park 
and provides access to Island Park, one of eastern Idaho�s major recreational areas.  The 
corridor connects the southeast Idaho communities of Idaho Falls, Rigby, Rexburg, St. Anthony, 
Ashton and Island Park.  Residents of these communities use US-20 for commuting, personal, 
and business trips. 
 
The area surrounding Ashton is some of the richest agricultural land in the state and generates 
high levels of local truck traffic during the annual agricultural season (June � October).  Truck 
traffic along the corridor currently accounts for approximately seven percent of the Average 
Daily Traffic (ADT).   
 
From north to south, the corridor generally falls in elevation � from approximately 7,000 feet at 
Targhee Pass to 4,700 feet at Idaho Falls � with mountainous terrain near the Montana state 
line north of State Route 87.  The highway runs through the Targhee National Forest north of 
Ashton to the Montana state line.  Figure 1-2 shows environmentally sensitive areas along the 
corridor including national forests, rivers and streams.   
 
The US-20 Corridor has different characteristics in the southern and northern areas.  For this 
reason, the corridor was divided into two segments, the Southern Segment runs from Idaho 
Falls to Ashton and the Northern Segment continues northward from Ashton to the Montana 
state line.  The distinct characteristics of the two segments are essential when considering 
motor carrier operations and compliance.   
 
The 39-mile Southern Segment is primarily a four-lane 
divided highway that runs through several urban 
areas.  Currently, there are many at-grade 
intersections as well as ten grade-separated 
interchanges.  ITD has completed a planning study for 
this segment of US-20.  Based on that study, 
improvement projects have been programmed to 
improve the operations and safety of the highway.  
According to the motor carriers, most of the traffic in 
this section is comprised of local farm to market 
haulers.  

Southern Segment 
Four-Lane Divided Highway 
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Figure 1-2 Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
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The 55-mile Northern Segment is a two-lane rural highway with primarily unrestricted access 
control.  This segment is mostly rural, and serves the recreational areas of Island Park, Henry�s 
Lake, and Yellowstone National Park.  It is bordered by a mix of national forest and private land 
for much of its length.  In several locations of long uphill stretches, passing lanes facilitate 
movement around slower moving vehicles.  This segment experiences significantly less traffic 
than the Southern Segment.  Much of the traffic is interstate travelers going to and from Idaho, 
Montana, and Wyoming.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.3 Related Studies 
 
ITD conducted a corridor planning study in 1999 for the southern portion of the corridor, Idaho 
Falls to Ashton, and is currently conducting a corridor planning study for the northern portion of 
the corridor, Ashton to the Montana State Line.  These studies address traffic issues throughout 
the corridor and provide long-range (20-year) plans for improvements. 
 
1.3.1 1999 US-20 Corridor Plan � Idaho Falls to Ashton 
 
The goals of the 1999 US-20 Corridor Plan � Idaho Falls to Ashton were to: 
 

• Reduce accidents on the corridor. 
• Provide for efficient movement of goods and people passing through the corridor. 
• Maintain a viable interrelationship between land use and the transportation system. 
• Preserve and enhance environmental resources. 

 
This plan is a 20-year plan that includes forecasts of traffic along the corridor and a 
recommended alternative for roadway improvements.  The projected traffic growth was based 
on two growth factors: a 3.25 percent annual growth rate for urban areas and a 2.21 percent 
annual growth rate for rural segments of the highway. 
 
The main focus of this study was improvement to the access control along the corridor.  The 
recommended alternative includes the closure of a number of at-grade intersections and 
construction of 11 new grade-separated interchanges.  Two of these interchanges are 
scheduled for construction in the year 2004 and two more by the year 2008.   

Northern Segment 
Two-Lane Rural Highway 

Northern Segment 
Two-Lane Highway with Passing Lane 
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1.3.2 Ongoing Corridor Study – Ashton to Montana State Line 
 
The goals of the Ongoing Corridor Study – Ashton to Montana State Line are to: 
 

·  Accommodate safe mixed-use traffic. 
·  Provide roadway improvements that are context sensitive. 
·  Decrease congestion. 
·  Minimize corridor impact to the environment. 
·  Enhance recreation support facilities. 
·  Provide adequate and visible signage. 
·  Correct roadway deficiencies. 
·  Provide adequate low impact winter maintenance. 

 
As part of this study, several public workshops have been held.  There were two meetings held 
– the first meeting was in Island Park on October 1, 2003 and the second meeting was in 
Ashton on October 2, 2003. Specifically, at the second round of workshops held, public 
comments were taken.   Mail-in comments were also accepted.  There were numerous 
comments received from these public workshops, of which, several comments were made about 
trucks along the corridor.  The most common comments received that related to trucking were: 
 

·  “Speeds are too high in the corridor and travelers are driving too fast, especially trucks.” 
·  “There is more truck traffic on the corridor than area residents prefer.” 
·  “Trucks are driving much too fast.” 
·  “A port of entry and weigh station is needed somewhere in the corridor.” 

 
This corridor study is in the alternative development stage and is scheduled for completion by 
June 2004.  Future phases of this POE study should address the recommendations of this 
ongoing corridor plan. 
 
1.4 Overview of Commercial Vehicle Operations in Idaho 
 
There are a number of Idaho agencies responsible for different elements of commercial vehicle 
compliance in the state.  The two primary agencies that are involved with weight and safety 
compliance are the Idaho Transportation Department and the Idaho Department of Law 
Enforcement.  In addition, ITD Division of Planning operates a Weigh-In-Motion (WIM) device in 
Rigby. 
 
One of the primary means of checking for commercial vehicle compliance is through stationary 
Ports of Entry.  ITD currently operates ten permanent port facilities throughout the state, 
including one joint port with Montana in Haugan.  General information regarding the operation of 
stationary ports of entry include: 
 

·  All inbound and outbound vehicles over 26,000 pounds must stop. 
·  All vehicles over 10,000 pounds with livestock or hazardous materials must stop. 
·  Safety inspections are done by Idaho State Police. 
·  Pre-clearance systems (Pre-Pass) exist only at East Boise and Lewiston Ports. 
·  East Boise has facilities to conduct safety inspections. 


