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Alternatives for a new interchange on I-86 at American Falls (exit 40) to be shown at open house

Pocatello – Four preliminary alternatives for a new interchange on I-86 (exit 40) will be introduced at a public open house on Tuesday, Aug. 16, 4-7 p.m. at William Thomas Middle School, 355 Bannock Ave. in American Falls, the Idaho Transportation Department announced. Community members are encouraged to stop by, visit with the project team, identify concerns and provide input. 

A 2003 interchange study found significant cracking and deterioration on the Exit 40 interchange bridge, one of the first constructed in Idaho. Turning radii on ramps vary from 30 to 75 feet, inadequate for today’s interstate truck/trailer combinations.  The study also noted that the eastbound vertical clearance of 14 feet 7 inches is nearly two feet below the current 16.5-foot requirement

Four interchange designs and locations will be presented at the open house.  Possible locations include one east and three west of the current interchange. Design for the chosen interchange alternative is anticipated to take two-and-a-half years to complete.  When the design is finalized, the project will become eligible for construction, as funding is available.

Additional information about this project can be found on the web at www.itd.idaho.gov/getinvolved/d5 - click on I-86 American Falls Interchange.

Jacobs Engineering of Salt Lake City is developing the preliminary project designs.
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